M Y   T E A R S                                                            123
I then asked for permission to go on a brief visit to
China. By a strange combination of circumstances the
government agreed, though it was never a well-guarded
official secret that the departments of Home and Ex-
ternal Affairs viewed my visit with diffidence and even
suspicion.
However, I did go to China. I carried with me the
credentials of the government of India, for I was to
broadcast for the government-controlled All-India
Radio. I also arranged that the right contacts would be
available for me in Chungking, knowing as I did that
a word from Jawaharlal Nehru to "the right people"
at the other end would be more valuable than all the
stamped and crested stationery of the government of
India.
Nehru's name opened every Chungking door to me,
right wing, left wing and center. Everyone told me so
much that the publication of even a small part of what
I wras told almost caused a diplomatic incident. An
embarrassed Chinese government officially protested
about my writings and broadcasts through diplomatic
channels to the British Embassy and to*the government
of India. I had said too blatantly in my dispatches that
the Kuomintang was more concerned with fighting the
Chinese Reds than with the war against Japan. I had
attacked Chiang's commander-in-chief, General Ho
Ying-chin, who would not let Allied medical supplies
reach the Chinese Red Army for whom they were in-
tended. I had indicated that part of lend-lease aid to
China was being diverted to political purposes instead
of being used against the enemy. So I was rubbed off
the air and my bi-weekly broadcasts came abruptly to
an end. I discovered later that there had been an official
protest against my broadcasts by the Chinese Govern-